Cambridge Astronomical Association

Telescope Hire
Telescope name:
Accessories:
Hire period: Loan fee: £5 per month (Octobelarch)

per two months (April to September)

| agree to be responsible for the telescope anpieyes and will pay for
any loss or damage, however caused and agree theaye fee.
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Address..........

Postcode.............ccoenins Telephone.............covvieeet
Payment Bit

Amountdue £.......... Cheque*/cash/othe

Please sent this form plus the loan fee to:

Stanley Trafford

57 Caraway Road

Fulbourn

Cambridge

CB15DU Telephone 01223 880624

Or give them to Stanley or Brian at one of our nmegst

*  Please make cheques payable to The CambAdgenomical Association.
A receipt will be given if requested.
**  Please specify.

Please read the small print



The Small Print

Spooky, eh. We hope the other side of this formsdwot put you off hiring a telescope.
If you will give us a few moments we will explairhywwe have introduced it.

You only need one person to spoil it.

We had a member who borrowed a 10” telescope formenths and then refused to
pay for it, despite several letters and our trearsgoing round his house. We simply
didn’t have a leg to stand on.

Why do | have to pay for loss or damage.

Insurance companies like things to be in one plaas®ed by one person and they tend
to come out in a sweat when we mention that we semdelescopes to ten or more
people and they often travel several hundred nalegear. So the premium on a
telescope which is lent out to all and sundry andsggadding about Cambridgeshire
and the surrounding counties would be astronomi&dirry for the pun, but it was
intentional') However, some insurance policiescdeer things like telescopes on home
contents policies, so it may be worth a call if yare at all worried. But please do not
be put off from a) borrowing a scope and b) thangig as much as possible. We want
your viewing to be enjoyable.

Need | be worried?

No (and we don’t worry either) because we starieddout telescopes in August 1991
and now have six loan instruments and apart fraenotid scuff of paint, no harm has
come to any of them, and they get periodic oveshaud repaints. So provided
common sense precautions are carried out, as edtiim the accompanying booklet,
there should be no problems.

But I'm not an expert.

Most members who borrow a loan telescope are noerex Of the fifty people who
have borrowed our first loan instrument (as of san@®96) over half have never used
a telescope before. It has been to several sghioml®lled literally thousands of miles.
It has even been camping with a group of scout.oBdelescope has had hundreds of
non-expert using it. In any case, you only becamexpert with practice.

Probably the most “unexpert” people who get coninéal having a loan telescope are
mums and dads of our “Young Astronomers” who haftenono idea what they are
letting themselves into until it arrives on thewmodstep!! Hopefully our booklet will
help them, once they get over their initial shock.

And finally... MONEY!

The loan fee goes in to our Telescope Fund whichs plar maintenance and
improvements. The mirrors have to be re-alumingedodically. In 1995 three of the
telescopes each had new sets of eyepieces. Thaeeament cost of an eyepiece is
about £50 (Ouch!) So we hope you will agree thatloan fee are not extortionate for
our telescopes. And for many it is the first stepowning or building their own
telescope. We have helped members build theiriogtnuments. It's easier than you
think.

Good luck and clear skies.

P.S. Get out there and pull in all those photons wlake been coming your way for
millions of years, enjoy the view and have fun.



